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• Brookdale Fruit Farm established in 1847
• Currently managed by the 6th and 7th generations
• Farming hundreds of acres

– Certified Organic 6+ Acres
• 4 major business units 

– Wholesale, Retail, Pick Your Own, Farm Supplies 
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1. Planting 
systems

2. Irrigation 
Systems

3. Soil Moisture
4. Renovation
5. Mulching 
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• June bearing matted row Process
1. Lay black bio360  4-4000 0.6 mil  

with eafc5150850 flow control drip 
tape and special blend dual coated 
fertilizer for timed slow releases 
during growing season 

2. Transplant double row 12 inches 
through bio with water wheel.   
Note plant root care and J rooting.

3. Specs 6’ row centers transplanted 
in 12 inch spacing double row  
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• First Season Weed control biggest expense 

strawberry establishment 
• Using bio allows plants to warm and grow 

with less competition 
• Runner setting process uses Hillside 

cultivator or pitchfork to poke holes right 
before run in bio for establishment

• Cleaner weed free field 
• Between rows mulch or weed mat
• Need dual coated slow release fert
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BIO Drip  
Overhead Meganet
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• Raised bed June bearing production 2nd

and 3rd year renovation need to throw dirt 
on crowns.  Only works with hillside 
cultivator 

• Plants can grow very well dry years need 
to control row to row plant growth 

• Bio plastic in active soils can break down 
too soon need pick correct thickness 

• Elevates plants for weather conditions 
such as excessive rain   allows water to 
drain 
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Frost Protection 
Heat released as water freezes
Spacings 30 x 30   48 sprinklers/ acre
60 x 60 13 sprinklers / acre 
Target range 80 to 90 GPM per acre
Depends site location and weather  
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• Gaskets
• Run over pipe 
• Sprinkler plugs 
• Sprinkler springs 

– Break or ice up 
• Sprinkler nozzles clog

2 inch to 6 inch  CLO Clamp 
on Hook Latch repair coupling
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Frost protection apples, blueberry, strawberry
Seed germination  Carrots, radish, lettuce 
General Overhead Irrigation 

Precise application of overhead 
water at 90%+ uniformity 
conserves water by having 
shorter run time
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22 to 28 foot spacing 

90+% uniformity

Install into drip tape header 
pipe 

Cheaper than aluminum pipe

Better coverage

Built in strainer prevent 
clogging

90 GPM to acre for frost 

48 sprinklers per square acre 

6 laterals per square acre 
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• Multi purpose hose 

– Sprinkler
– Drip

• Holes close as 3’
• Light easy to move
• Easy repair  hose clamp & barbed coupler 
• 2 inch thru 8 inch 
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• Need start early  layflat builds ice sooner 
than aluminum 
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• Drive over header 

/ lines 
• Repairs with 

barbed coupler 
clamps 

• Threaded plastic 
install 

• Light weight 
• Hydraulic retrive 
• Custom lateral 

lengths 

• Solid pipe limit 
access field 

• Reduced line 
friction

• Pipe gaskets 
• Longer to install
• Requires more 

fittings 
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UNIFORMITY
Needed for Successful Irrigation

Moderating Emitters
(Flow Control) 

Non-Compensating 
Emitters 
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• Rivulis  (T Tape ) 515-12-450                             490’
• Rivulis (Ro Drip) 515-12-400                             492’
• Jain (Chapin dlx) 5151250                                   528’
• Toro (aquatraxx) ea5151245                                524’  
• Netafim (Streamlinex)  slx63810212                   470’
• Irritec (Exxtreme) FND5121203                         501’
• FLOW CONTROL EAFC5151245                     633’

All tapes shows  12 inch spacing 0.45  to 0.5 gpm/100 at 10 psi 90% eu
Max Length Run 
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Flush Drip Lines Spring and after Renovation
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• Water holding capacity varies in different 
soil types   CLAY   LOAM  SAND 

• Water holding capacity helps determine 
drip tape emitter spacing

ONE DRIP LINE ONE DRIP LINE TWO DRIP LINES
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• How to check moisture level 

– Moisture meter 
– Feel method 

• Trees measure at     20” and 40”
• Blues Raspberry at  12” and 24”
• Strawberry at           6” and 12”
Taking Data is only good if you act on it

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/mt/te
chnical/ecoscience/agronomy/?cid=nrcs144p2_056491
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Watermark and Irrometer  
Scale 0 to 100
0 is wet  100 is dry
Above 40 turn water on 
Shut off when hit 20

Watermark and Irrometer 
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Stage Fertilizer Amount- ACRE 
Transplant 12-45-10 1/2 bag (12.5 lbs)
Week 1-3 12-45-10 1/2 bag (12.5 lbs)

Week 4-SEPT 12-5-19 1/2 bag (12.5 lbs)
SEPT-OCT 15-5-30 1/2 bag (12.5 lbs)

• Prior to putting the fertilizer through 
fill the lines for 20-30 minutes!

• Rinse with clear water for 15 minutes 
after

Stage Fertilizer Amount- ACRE 
April-June 26-8-15 1/2 bag (12.5 lbs)
Renovation 12-45-10 1/2 bag (12.5 lbs)
JULY-SEPT 12-5-19 1/2 bag (12.5 lbs)
SEPT-OCT 15-5-30 1/2 bag (12.5 lbs)

FIRST YEAR ESTABLISHMENT 

Year 2 and on June Bearing 
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• Like use rotary mower   Cut high avoid tape
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• Square bails on trailer right over row 
• Machine is used in spring and fall  for straw 

applications
• New model at brookdale booth 
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• One pass bed prep through mustard cover 

crop using Forigo Multi Machine
• Water Wheel transplant through plastic 
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Trevor Hardy 
Brookdale Fruit Farm
38 Broad Street 
Hollis NH 03049 
603 465 2240 x 3
tractortrv@aol.com
www.brookdalefruitfarm.com

mailto:tractortrv@aol.com
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